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Brussels, October 17, 2018
Dear Sir,

With refererice to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
concerning the Single Support Framework for Egypt for the period
2017/2020, would like to inform you with the official reading and
understanding of the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt of the
following paragraphs of the MoU:

Section 2.3 paragraph (a) :

- Original adopted text : "Support the efforts of the Government of
Egypt towards effective, accountable and participatory governance,
parliamentary cooperation between Egypt and the EU, combating
corruption, and improved public administration;"

- Signed text : “Support Egypt’s efforts towards effective, accountale
and participatory governance, including support to the Egyptian Parliament,
combating corruption, and improved public administration;"

- Egypt’s understanding : The Govermnen of the Arab Republic of
Egypt is bound only by the original adopted text, which stipulates
“parliamentary cooperation between Egypt and the EU”. and not bound
by the text states “support to the Egyptian Parliament™.

Section 4 :

- Original adopted text : “The intervenions to be financed under the
above-mentioned priorities will be implemented in agreement between
both parties, in compliance with the Egyptian Constiution and the
respective national legislation™.

- Signed text : Moved to section 2. Complementary support,
Paragraph 2, (same wording of the original text).

- Egypt’s understanding : The original adopted paragraph shall be
governing all the items of this MoU (regardless of its location in the
MoU), In both the Arabic and English versions of the MoU.
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Section 1, Paragraph 4:

- Original adopted text: "The Partnership Priorities include a
particular focus on sustainable economic and social development,
reinforcement of the partnership in foreign policy, and cooperation in the
stabilisation process, notably in the fields of good governance,
democratization, the rule of law, human rights and fundamental freedoms
in accordance with their obligations under international law, security,
migration and combating terrorism. They acknowledge the important role
that could be played by civil society".

- Signed text : "The Partnership Priorities include a particular focus
on sustainable economic and social development, reinforcement of the
partnership in foreign policy, and cooperation in the stabilisation process,
notably in the fields of good governance, human rights, security and,
migration and combating terrorism. They provide important commitments
and references to democracy, the rule of law, respect for human rights,
fundamental freedoms and international obligations, and acknowledge
the key role of civil society”.

- Egypt’s understanding : “The Partnership Priorities include a
particular focus on sustainable economic and social development,
reinforcement of the partnership in foreign policy, and cooperation in the
stabilisation process, notably in the fields of good governance,
democratization, the rule of law, human righis and fundamental freedoms
in accordance with their obligations under international law, security,
migration and combating terrorism. They acknowledge the important role
that could be played by civil society, as mentioned in the Partnership

Priorities”.
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Section 2.1 paragraph 1 :

- Original adopted text : “The overall objective of this priority area
is to contribute to fostering Egypt’s inclusive economic growth and
sustainable development in order to enhance prosperity and stability”.

- Signed text : “The overall objective of this priority area is to
contribute to fostering Egypt’s inclusived economic growth and
sustainable development in order to enhance stability”.

- Egypt’s understanding : bound literally only by the original
adopted text.

Section 2.1 paragraph (a) :

- Original adopted text : “Promote an enabling business
environment for private sector development and related public policies
including SME development, trade and investment, in line with Egypt’s
strategy for industrial and trade development, including legislative
reform™.

- Signed text : “Promote an enabling business environment for
private sector development and related public policies including SME
development, trade and investment™.

- Egypt’s understanding : bound literally only by the original
adopted text.

Section 2.1 paragraph (b) :

- Original adopted text : “Support Egypt’s efforts in promoting an
environment friendly economy, culture, cultural heritage and local
development™.

- Signed text : “Support Egypt’s efforts in promoting an environment
friendly economy, culture and local development™.

- Egypt’s understanding : bound literally only by the original
adopted text.
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Section 2.1 paragraph (c¢) :

- Original adopted text : “Support Egypt’s Energy Strategy 2035,
aiming at, inter alia, establishing a regional energy hub, with a particular
focus on renewable energy and energy efficiency, as well as support to
climate aciton;”

- Signed text : “Support Egypt’s Energy Strategy 2035, including the
extablishrnent of a regional Energy hub, with a particular focus on
renewable energy and energy efficiency, as well as support to elimale
action;”

- Egypt’s understanding : bound literally only by the original
adopted text.

Section 2.2 paragraph (a) :

- Original adopted text : “Support the efforts of the Government of
Egypt to protect marginalised groups from potential negative impacts of
economic reforms, including support to delivery of social services and
social safety nets;”

- Signed text : “Support Egypt in its efforts to protect marginalised
groups from potential negative impacts of economic reforms, including
support to delivery of social services and social safety nets;”

- Egypt’s understanding : bound literally only by the original
adopted text.

Section 2.3 paragraph 1 :

- Original adopted text : “The overall objective of this priority area
is to support the efforts of the Government of Egypt towards enhancing
stability, governance and structural reform in line with the provisions of
the 2014 Egyptian Constitution™.

- Signed text : “The overall objective of this priority area is to
support Egypt’s process towards stability, governance and structural
reform in line with the provisions of the 2014 Egyptian Constitution”.



- Egypt’s understanding : bound literally only by the original
adopted text.

Section 2.3 paragraph (b) :

- Original adopted text : “Support the efforts of the Government of
Egypt to further promote and protect the values of democracy, the rule
of law, human rights, fundamental freedoms, and gender equality™.

- Signed text : “Promote and protect the values of democracy, the
rule of law, human rights, fundamental freedoms, and gender equality™.

- Egypt’s understanding : “Support and encourage the efforts of the
Government of Egypt to further promote and protect the values of
democracy, the rule of law, human rights, fundamental freedoms, and
gender equality™.

Section 2 Complementary support paragraph 1 :

- Original adopted text : “The overall objective is to support
Egypt’s efforts in strengthening public administration, regulatory reform
and the implementation of sector strategies by benefiting from European
experience and expertise and promoting peer exchanges with European
Member States’ entities, as well as to promote civil society’s important
role as a contributor to the implementation of the EU-Egypt partnership
and the sustainable development process underway in Egypt”.

- Signed text : ““The overall objective is to support public administration
and efforts of regulatory reform and the implementation of sector
strategies by benefitng from European expertise and promoting peer
exchanges with European Member States’ entities, as well as to promote
civil society’s important role as a contributor to the implementation of the
EU-Egypt partnership and the sustainable development process
underway in Egypt”.



- All the paragraphs in the original abopted text, and its identical
paragraphs in the signed copy, will remain in force without modification.

Dear Sir, this letter and your response to it, acknowledging the
official reading and understanding of the Government of the Arab
Republic of Egypt of the above mentioned paragraphs, shall be
complementing letters and an integral part of the MoU of the Single
Support Framework for the period 2017/2020, signed 29" October 2017
between the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt and the
European Union. The exchanged letters and the Mol shall enter into
force from the date of receipt of the EU of a written notification from the
Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt notifying the completion of
the necessary legal procedures for the entry into force.

Best regards,

Khaled El Bakly

Mr. Michael KOHLER

Director Neighbourhood

Directorate-General for Development Cooperation

European Commission

Mr. Colin Scicluna

Director

Deputy Managing Director Middle East and North Africa

EEAS
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Your Excellency,

We acknowledge your official reading and understanding of the
paragraphs of the MoU as ounlined in your leter durd on 17 Octaber
2018 concerning the official reading and understanding of the
Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt regarding the paragraphs of
the MoU mentioned therein.

We understand that your letter and this response will be
complementing letters forming an integral part of the MoU of the EU -
Egypt Single Support Framework for the period 2017/2020 signed on 29
October 2017 between the (Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt
and the Eurupean Union).

We understand also that the exchanged letters and the MolU will
enter into force from the date of receipt of the EU of u written notification
from the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt notifying the
Completion of the necessary legal procedures for the entry into force.

Yours sincerely

Colin Scicluna Michael Kohler
Deputy Managing Director Director
EEAS DG NEAR

European Commission



