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June 15, 2020
H.E Amb. Ramon Gil-Casares
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain
Cairo, Egypt
Excellency,

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 1 1/6/2020
which reads as follows:

"I have the honor to refer to the resolution of the grant concession
provided by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for
Development with an amount of € 200,000 to finance "Contribute to the
employment of women in Upper Egypt by improving their skills and the
development of productive groups project”. This attached resolution is an
integral part of this letter.

The period for the implementation of this project is 24 months from‘
the date of receipt of the grant and may be extended by common. |
agreement through an exchange of letters between both parties >

The amount will be deposited in an account at the Central Bank of
Egypt on behalf of the project "Contribute to the employmént of women
in Upper Egypt by improving their skills and thé vdevelo‘p”n'/lem of
productive groups "this account accepts only deposns from the Spanish
Agency for International Cooperation. o

This letter shall enter into force on the date whlch the Government of
Egypt has informed the Spanish agency for imternational development
cooperation that the legal requireménts for such entry into force have
been fulfilled. The relevant date shall be the day on which the
notification is received." ‘ \

In this regard, I would like to eonfirm that the abovementioned letter
is acceptable to the GoVéi'nment’v of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

b Sincerely,
Dr. Rania A. Al-Mashat
Minister of International Cooperation
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Cairo, June 11,2020

H.E Dr. Rania A. Al Mashat

Minister of International Cooperation

CAIRO

Excellency,

I have the honor to refer to the resolution of the grant concession
provided by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for
Development with an amount of € 200,000 to finance "Contribute to the
employment of women in Upper Egypt by improving their skills and the
development of productive groups projeet”. This attached resolution is an

integral part of this letter.

The period for the implementation of this project is 24 months ﬁond et

the date of receipt of the grant and may be extended by cormﬂdn k
agreement through an exchange of letters between both pamcs : : pt |

The amount will be deposited in an account at the Cenu‘al Bank of
Egypt on behalf of the project "Contribute to the employment of women
in Upper Egypt by improving their skills and thé _.déyelopment of
productive groups" this account accepts only deposits from the Spanish
Agency for International Cooperation. N

This letter shall enter into force on tlie date which the Government of
Egypt has informed the Span/ishk:ag’enc/:y for international development
cooperation that the legal reqﬁiremcnts for such entry into force have
been fulfilled. The relévant f date shall be the day on which the
notification is received. b

Ramon Gil-Casares
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RESOLUTION
Document Ref. no. 2019/SPE/0000400049

Procedure: Awarding an international cooperation grant

The Director of the Spanish Agency for International Development
Cooperation (hereinafter, AECID), in accordance with the delegation of
powers stipulated in the AECID President's Decision of 2 July 2009
(Official State Gazette [BOE] no. 183 of 30 July) and pursuant to Title I
of Royal Decree 794/2010, of 16 June, on the regulation of grants and
assistance in the area of international cooperation, General Grants Act
38/2003, of 17 November, and its Regulations approved by Royal Decree
887/2006, of 21 July, and in accordance to the Master Plan of Spanish
Cooperation 2018-2021 and pursuant the Joint Commission on
Technical, Scientific, Educational and Cultural Cooperation formalized
in Madrid on April 20th . 2005 between AECID and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt, |

HEREBY DECIDES

TO AWARD a grant subject to the following requirements and
conditions:
1°) Beneficiary, type and amount:

1. The grant is awarded to the Micro & Small Medium Enterprise
Development Agency (MSMEDA), a governmental entity competent in
the promotion of MSMEs, which also'has the mandate to provide special
attention to excluded and marginalized people, with less access to
economic opportunities.

2. The grant amounts'to € 200,000.

3. Returns, refunds or differences that may occur in relation to the
subsidy granted will always be referred to the amount and currency

established in this section.
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2°) Purpose of the grant

The grant will finance the project "Contribute to the employment of
women in Upper Egypt by improving their skills and the development of
productive groups", which aims to support and increase the capacities of
the beneficiary entity, with the following essential elements:

a) Objectives:

General objective:

Promote the economic empowerment of women in rural areas of Egypt.

Specific objective (SO):

Strengthen business skills and capacities of productive groups of
women of 4 Gbyernorates of Egypt.

b) Results

Result 1. Women's production groups in 4 regions will have been
strengthened through training, and commercial and technical specialization, .
of their products.

Result 2. The business skills of women in production groups will be
strengthened with a view to improving their income. N '

Result 3. Alliances and economic networks between women's
productive groups will have been developed.

¢) Location

Egypt. Upper Egypt region. Productive groups will be considered in
different Governorates with low levels of develepment in Upper Egypt
such as (Aswan, New Valley, Fayoum) or in border regions such as
(North or South Sinai, Matrouh). |
3°) Acceptance of the grant

Within a maximum peried of 2 months from the notification of the
Resolution, the beneficiary shall send a written acceptance to the AECID
accepting the grant and written committing to repay the grant in the

circumstances established in this decision.
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Such acceptance implies the beneficiary's conformity with its
obligations under this Decision, with the established requirements and
conditions.

If the beneficiary does not accept the grant within the indicated
period, this Reselution shall be considered without effect.
4°) Implementation period

The period for implementing the project funded hereunder is 24
months, starting on the date in which the Government of Egypt approves
the project. Such approval must be accredited by the beneficiary by
means of an official document issued by the Egyptian authorities and
sent to the Technical Cooperation Office of Cairo (Egypt).
5°) Extension of the implementation period

1. The implementation period of the funded activities may ‘be
extended at the request of the beneficiary. ‘

2. Prior authorization is not required to extend the implementation
period by up to six months. The beneficiary must provide AECID with
notice of and the grounds for extension before completion ofithe initial
implementation period. _ v

3. AECID's prior authorization is required to extend the implementation
period of the activities by a period of more than six months.

4. AECID shall decide whether to accept or refuse the requested
extension and notify the beneficiary of this-dcciSion within 45 calendar
days from the submission date of the application. If notice of an express
decision is not given by this deadline, the request shall be deemed to
have been accepted. To this end, it should be borne in mind that the
request can only be deemed estimated by silence if it has been submitted,
at least 45 days before the end of the period of execution. Otherwise, in
accordance with article 32.3 of Law 39/2015, of October 1st, in no case

may an extension be granted to a term that has already expired.
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6°) Payment

. The payment of the funds is conditioned upon the receipt of the
authorization from the Ministry of International Cooperation.

2.The grant shall be definitively transferred to the beneficiary in one
payment charged to the AECID budget, in

Budgetary Applications:

12.302.04.143 A.496.04 with amount of 188.000 euros

12.302.04.143 A.796.00 with amount of 12.000 euros

Budgetary year: 2019

Amount: 200.000 €
7°) Deposit, terms of delivery and use of funds.

The grant shall be paid into in a bank account in the name of
"Contribute to the employment of women in Upper Egypt by improving
their skills and the development of productive groups", which will ‘only-.
allow deposits from the AECID, as well as the corresponding intercsts
which may be generated by the existing balance. These interests, shall be
applied to achieving the objectives of the project/programme, and shall
be subject to the same rules concerning control and doeumentary proof
established in the present Resolution for the prineipal of'the grant.

Funds may only be made available upon presentation of documents
for payment, through bank transfer orders, orby.the issuing of a bank
cheque to order which, besides the signature of the account-holder, must
be authorized by the AECID General Coordibal?or for Cooperation in Egypt.

The account may not have a negative balance, nor be cancelled
without the authorization of the AECID, the state agency which should
receive notice of all the “account's transactions and liquidation of
interests. At the end of ‘the programmc/project, the beneficiary shall
proceed to close the account; always with AECID approval, providing
the necessary documents, both regarding the initia opening and the later

cancellation, in the documentary proof regarding the awarded grant.
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Any doubt or discrepancy which may arise between both parties

regarding the interpretation of access to the bank account or funds shall

be resolved according to the AECID's criteria.

8°) Eligible expenditure

Eligible expenditure are those incurred during the implementation

period of the grnt and which finance the achievement of the results of the

project, which may be used to:

A.1.1. Project launch with advertising campaign. 8.000
A.1.2. Technical training of the produetion groups. 47.000
A.1.3. Develop women's relationships with service providers, contractors, ...). | 5.000
A.1.4. Technical support to the value chain (relationship with suppliers,|20.000 |
NGOs, associations, ...).
A.2.1. Develop entrepreneurial skills for women (marketing, business management 10.000 :
A.2.2. Training in business creation (online markets, fairs and exhibitions, ...) 38000 .‘ ‘f P
A.2.3. Computer equipment " 12000 1
A.3.1. Capacity development of women working in groups. - 5000
A.32. Increase the contribution of women to the establishment of *~prpjeéts 10:000
and ideas that cover gaps in value chains. ; N W

A33. Developmeht of new final products according to x‘;ﬁ:a;kie;fidcmand, 25.000
applying innovation. ; ‘ 3

A.3.4. Provision of business development serwc&sand establishment [ 5000
(services of mobile units). ' e p:

Admin. Expenses 15000
Total 200000

Expenditure related to au‘difs;ﬁ'éhslations, notarial and registration costs

will constitute eligible cost’s\'"p‘fdyided that by their nature they have not

been able to be carried out within the implementation period of the project

and provided that they are carried out within the justification period.
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9°) Implementation

The expenditure will be carried out in accordance with the rules of
Micro & Small Medium Enterprise Development Agency (MSMEDA).
10°) Disclosure to AECID of other grants or assistance received

The beneficiary must notify AECID about other grants or assistance
obtained for the same purpose, from any public or private, national or
foreign administrations or entities.

In no case may the total amount of grant-whether alone or in
concurrence with grants or assistance from other public Administrations
or from public or private organizations, be they national or
international-be higher than the cost of the activity to be carried out by
the beneficiary. |

The concurrent receipt of grants from other administrations orpublic
or private bodies-whether national or intermational-could constitute
grounds for amending this Decision.
11°) Publicizing AECID's contribution

In carrying out the project funded hereunder, the beneficiary shall
adopt measures to disseminate or publicize the centribution received
from AECID-Spanish Cooperation through its loge both in the activities
or in the advertising and disseminating actions and documents.
12°) Monitoring grant use

The beneficiary must submit to the aetions of the AECID in order to
verify the adequate justiﬁcation,‘ as well as the performance of the
activity and the fulfillment of the purpose of the grant. To this end, the

beneficiary will provide as much information as is required.

(1) In any case, the request for three offers (contracting) art 31.3 of the General Subsidies Law
will be mandatory. If the beneficiary is to be subcontracted, subcontracting must be formally
provided in the concession resolution art 29 of the General Subsidies Law.
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13°) Justification of the grant

The beneficiary may choose at the time of submitting the

justification between any of the following two options:

a) Expenditure and justification in accordance with the beneficiary's
own rules, in which the beneficiary will comply with its own
regulations for the realization and accreditation of the expenditure
and in accordance with the mechanisms established in the
international agreements / instruments that are applicable. The
presentation of the justification will be through one paper copy
and one clectronic copy.

b) Expenditure in accordance with the beneficiary's regulations with
an auditor's report and financial statements, in which  the
beneficiary will comply with its own regulations for the
realization of the expenses, which will be accredited by vmeanskof
a justification account of the expense incurred with the contribution
of an auditor's report and of the financial, statements. The
supporting account with an auditor's report “shall include the
comparative table of the budget approved. and executed by items,
as well as the auditor's report.

14°) Deadline for submission of justification

The deadline for submitting the justiﬁcatioh 1s six months from the
date of completion of the activities and according to the procedure
established on Royal Decree 794/2010, of June 16™.
15°) Extension of the justiﬁcation deadline

1. AECID may extend the supporting documentation deadline, either

at its own initiative or at the beneficiary's request. Any such request must

be submitted before expiry of the initial supporting documentation deadline.
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2. Under no circumstances may the initial deadline be extended if it
has already elapsed.

3. AECID shall issue and give notice of its decision to accept or
reject the application to extend the supperting documentation deadline
prior to said deadline.
16°) Grant Control

The beneficiary must submit to the financial yerification and control
actions that correspond to the General Intervention of the Spanish State
Administration and the Spanish Court of Auditors, to which they will
provide as much information as is required for that purpose.
17°) Non-invested surplus funds

Refund to the AECID will apply for the amount of the grant not
invested in the actions subject to financing and the interest generafed and
not invested. However, the amount not invested, including thepbssible
financial returns not applied to the funded actiyity, may be uéed, prior
express authorization of the AECID, to finance activities of the same or
similar nature that are financed by any grant ‘er assistance awarded under
protection of Royal Decree 794/2010, of June 16th and that is being
executed by the same beneficiary:.

In the request for reuse of non-invested surplus funds, the extension
of the results of the completed. or ongoing project, as appropriate, and the
corresponding budget must be detailed.

The AECID will resolve by ammending the resolution awarding the

grant to which the remainder will be applied or agreeing to return them.
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18°) Amendments to the Resolution.

1. When circumstances that alter the conditions taken into account
for the granting of the subsidy are verified, and, in any case, concurrent
obtaining of subsidies or grants granted by other public Administrations
or public or private, national or international entities, the resolution may
be amended at the request of the beneficiary.

2. The amendment of the terms of this Resolution, as well as of the
subsidized intervention, will be exceptional.

3. In any case, they will require the authorization of the granting body:

the amendment of the clauses of this resolution;

The amendment of the essential elements of the subsidized
intervention established in the clause 2%) 2. \
The amendment of the subsidized intervention budget when it
affects more than (20%) of the project. ]

4. Procedure for authorizing amendments : !

a) The beneﬁcnary shall apply for an amendment of thc Decnsnon
submitting sufficient supporting documentation to,_prove thc
existence of the above-cited grounds for amendment.

b) Said application shall be made as soon as the cireumstances arise,
and, in any case, prior to completion of the imblementation period
of the activity. : ’

5. AECID shall decide whether to acccpt or refuse the requested
amendment, and notify the beneficiary of thls decision within 45
calendar days from the submission date ‘O_f the application. If notice of an
express decision is not given by ‘t'his" deadline, the request shall be
deemed to have been accepted To this end, it should be borne in mind
that the request can only be deemed estimated by silence if it has been
submitted at least 45 days bcfore.the end of the term, since otherwise, in
accordance with Article 32.3 of Law 39/2015, of October 1st, as in no

case may an expired term be extended.



19°) Repayment and penalty regulation.
1-The beneficiary shall present, at the time of acceptance of the
grant, a formal repayment commitment.
The funds received shall be repaid, along with penalty interest
accrued, in any of the following circumstances: »
a) Full or partial failure to fulfil the purpose of the grant or assistance.
b) Failure to provide supporting documentation or submission of
insufficient supporting documentation.
c) Receipt of grant or assistance without meeting the required
conditions.

d) Any surplus obtained in excess of the cost of the 'activityu

implemented in cases where the funded amount is higher than the, . |

cost of the activity implemented shall be repaid. b
In accordance with article 38.2 of the General Grants Act thef’
intcrest accrued applicable will ‘be the legal mterest of the money
increased by 25 percent, unless the General State Budget Law cstabllshes
a different one. o f
2. The loss of the nght toiolal or partial collecuon of the grant will
occur in the event of lack of Justlﬁcatlon or concurrence of any of the
aforementioned causes. P
3. Under Article 90 of the regu.latlons of the General Grants Act,
when the voluntary repayment occurs, ‘the AECID will calculate the

interest accrued in accordance thh the provisions of the article 38 of the
General Law of Subsidies and untll the moment in which the effective

repayment by the beneﬁcnary'too,k place.

(2) Variations between budget items that significantly transform the specific objective of the
project or that quantitatively amount to more than (20%) of the protect cost.
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4. Voluntary repayments and repayments will preferably be made by
bank transfer to the AECID account at the Bank of Spain indicated below.:
Bank: Banco de Espaiia
Address: Calle Alcala 50 (28014 Madrid)
Account Holder: Agencia Espaiiola de Cooperacién
Internacional para el Desarrollo
IBAN: ES64 9000-0001-200200003247
Account number: 9000-0001-200200003247
SWIFT CODE: ESPBESMM

In the subject of the transfer, the number of the file in which the
repayment or voluntary repayment originated, as well as a brief
description of the name of the funded intervention will be indicated.

2- It will be applied in cases where the sanctioning regime provided
for in Title IV of the aforementioned General Subsidies Act and ‘Law
39/2015, of October 1%, of the Common Administrative -Procedure. of
Public Administrations.
20°) Public Information

The awarding of this law, with indication of the benecficiary entity,
amount, purpose and budgetary application, ‘will be published in the
National Subsidy Database (BDNS) ef Spain:
21°) Applicable legal regime

This Resolution shall be governed, in all matters not expressly
provided therein, by Title I of Royal Decree 794/2010, of June 16th, on
the regulation of grants and assistance in the area of international
cooperation and, additionally, by Law 38/2003, of November 17%,
General Subsidies Act and its regulations, provided that such application

i1s compatible with the nature or recipients of grants and assistance.
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This Resolution ends the administrative procedure in accordance
with article 114.2.d) of Law 39/2015, of October lIst, of the Common
Administrative Procedure of Public Administrations and article 11.4 of
the AECID Statute, approved by Royal Decree 1403/2007, of October
26th. Against this resolution, an appeal of revocation may be lodged
before the body that issued it within one month, counting from the day
following its notification, in accordance with the provisions of articles
123 and 124 of Law 39/2015, of October 1%, of the Common Administrative
Procedure of Public Administrations, or contentious-administrative appeal
before the National Court within two months, counting from the day
following its netification, in accordance with the proyisions of Articles
11,46 and concordant of Law 29/1998, of July 13 regulating  the
Contentious-Administrative Jurisdiction, both appeals cannot be filed

simultancously.

Electronic Signature
The President of the Spanish Agency for
International Development Cooperation,
P.O. (Resolution'of July 2, 2009),
The Director of the Spanish Agency for
International Development Cooperation,

Ana Maria Calvo Sastre
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