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CUSTOMS CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL
TRANSPORT OF GOODS

UNDER COVER OF TIR CARNETSs (TIR CONVENTION)

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES,

DESIRING to facilitate the international carriage of goods by road
vehicle,

CONSIDERING that the improvement of the conditions of transport
constitutes one of the factors essential to the development of co-operation
among them,

DECLARING themselves i favour of a simplification and a
harmonization of administrative formalities i the field of international
transport, i particular at frontiers,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Chapter 1
GENERAL
(a) DEFINITIONS
Article (1)

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) The termx "TIR operation” shall mean the transport of goods from
a Customs office of departure to a Customs office of destination
under the procedure, called the "TIR procedure”, Laid down i
this Convention; \ " A

(b} the term "mmport or export dlz'ties: and taxes" shall mean Customs

duties and all other duties, taxes, fees and other charges which
are collected on, or in connexion with, the import or export of
goads, but not mcluding fees and charges limited i amount to
the approximate cosf of services rendered;

(¢) the term "road vehicle' shall mean not only any power--driven

road vehicle but also, any trailer or semi-trailer designed to be

coupied thereto;
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(d) the terms "combination of vehicles" shall mean coupled vehicles
which travel on the road as a unit;

(e) the term "container" shall mean an article of transport equipment
(lift-van, movable tank or other similar structure):

(1) fully or partially enciosed to constitute a compartment
mtended for containing goods;

(11) of a permanent character and accordingly strong enough to
be suitable for repeated use;

(111) specially designed to facilitate the transport of goods by one
or more modes of transport without intermediate reloading;

(v} designed for ready handling, particularly when being
transferred from one mode of transport to another;

(v) designed to be easy to fill and to empty; and

(v1) having an imnternal volume of one cubic meter or more;

"Demountable bodies" are to be treated as containers;

(f) the term "Customs office of departure” shall me an any Customs
office of a Contracting Party where the international transport of
a load or part-load of goods under the TIR procedure begins; -

(g) the term "Customs office of destination” shall mean any Customs
office of a Contracting Party where the iternational fransport of
a load or part-load of goods under the TIR procedure ends;

(h) the term "Customs office en route" shall mean any Customs
office of a Contracting Party thlough which a road vehicle,
combination of vehicles or container 1s imported or exported in
the course of a TIR operation; ' |

(1) the term "person" shall mean both natural and legal persons;

(k) the term "heavy or bulky goods shall mean any heavy or bulky
object which because of its weight, size or nature is not
normally carried in.a closed road vehicle or closed container;

(1) the term "guaranteeing association" shall mean an association
approved by the Customs authorities of a Contracting Party to
act as surety for persons using the TIR procedure.
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(b) SCOPE
Article (2)

This Convention shall apply to the transport of goods without
mntermediate reloading, i road vehicles, combination of vehicles or in
containers, across one or more frontiers between a Customs office of
departure of one Contracting Party and a Customs office of destination of
another or of the same Contracting Party, provided that some portion of
the journey between the beginning and the end of the TIR operation 1s
made by road.

Article (3)
For the provisions of this Convention to become applicable:

(a) the transport operations must be performed:

(1) by means of road vehicles, combinations of vehicles or. .

containers previously approved under the conditions set
forth in Chapter HI (a);

or

H

(11} by means of other road wvehicles, othér combinations of
vehicles or other containers under the conditions set forth in
Chapter III (o); o
(b) the transport operations must be guaranteéd by associations
approved in accordance with the provisions of article 6 and must
be performed under cover of a "TIR carnet, which shall conform
to the model reproduced in annex 1 to this Convention.
(¢) PRINCIPLES
 Article (4)
Goods carried under thé TIR procedure shall not be subjected to the
payment or deposit of mmport or export duties and taxes at Customs

offices en route.
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Article (5)

1- Goods carried under the TIR procedure i sealed road vehicles,
combinations of vehicles or contamners shall not as a general rule be
subjected to examination at Customs offices en route.

2- However, to prevent abuses, Customs authorities may m exceptional
cases, and particularly when wnregularity i1s suspected, carry out an
examination of the goods at such offices.

Chapter 11
ISSUE OF TIR CARNETS
LIABILITY OF GUARANTEEING ASSOCIATIONS
Article (6)

1- Subject to such conditions and guarantees as it shall determine
each Contracting Party may authorize associations to issue TIR carnets;
either directly or through comresponding associations, and to act-as
guarantors.

2- An association shall not be approved m any country unless its
guarantee also covers the liabilities mcurred in that country in connexion
with operations under cover of TIR camnets 1ssued by foreign associations
affiliated to the same mternational organization as that to which 1t-is itself
affiliated.

Article (7)

TIR camet forms sent to the guaranteeing associations by the
corresponding foreign associations or by mternational organizations shall
not be liable to import and export duties and taxes and shall be free of
import and export prohibitions and restrictions.

Article (8)

I- The guaranteemg association shall undertake to pay the mport or
export duties and taxes, together with any default interest, due under the
Customs laws and regulations of the country in which an nrreguiarity has
been noted in connexion with a TIR operation. [t shall be liable, jointly
and severally with the persons from whom the sums mentioned above are
due, for payment of such sums.
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2- In cases where the laws and regulations of a Contracting Party do
not provide for payment of 1mport or export duties and taxes as provided
for mn paragraph 1 above, the guaranteeing association shall undertake to
pay, under the same conditions, a sum equal to the amount of the import
or export duties and taxes and any defauit interest.

3- Each Contracting Party shall determine the maximum sum per
TIR camnet, which may be claimed from the guaranteeing association on
the basis of the provisions of paragraphs I and 2 above.

4- The hability of the gnaranteeing association to the authorities of
the country where the Customs office of departure i1s situated shall
commence at the time when the TIR carnet 1s accepted by the Customs
office. In the succeeding countries through which goods are transported

under the TIR procedure, this lability shall commence at the time wlhen

the goods are imported or, where the TIR operation has been suspended -

under article 26, paragraphs I and 2, at the time when the TIR carnet 1s
accepted by the Customs office where the TIR operation is resumed. |

5- The lability of the guaranteeing association shall cover not only
the goods which are enumerated in the TIR carnet but also. any goods
which, though not enumerated therem, may be contaned in the sealed
section of the road vehicle or in the sealed container. It shall not extend
to any other goods. .

6- For the purpose of detenninilig the duties and taxes mentioned 1n
paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article; the particulars of the goods as entered
in the TIR carnet shall, in thé absence of evidence to the contrary, be
assumed to be correct. , -

7- When payment of sgfns ‘mentioned in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this
article becomes due, the competent authorities shall so far as possible
require payment from the person or persons directly liable before makmg

a claim against the guaranteeing association.
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Article (9)

1- The guaranteeing association shall fix the period of vahidity of the
TIR carnet by specifying a final date of validity after which the carnet
may not be presented for acceptance at the Customs office of departure.

2- Provided that it has been accepted by the Customs office of
departure on or before the final date of vahdity, as provided for in
paragraph 1 of this article, the carnet shall remain valid until the
termination of the TIR operation at the Customs office of destination.

Article ( 10)

1- The TIR carnet may be discharged unconditionally or conditionally;
where discharge 1s conditional this shall be on account of fact connected
with the TIR operation itself. These facts shall be clearly indicated in the
TIR carnet.

2- When the Customs authorities of a country have discharged a TIR
carnet unconditionally they can no longer claim from the guaranteeing
association payment of the sums mentioned n article 8, paragraphs I and '2-,
unless the certificate of discharge was obtained in an improper or
fraudulent manner. A

Article ( 11) ‘

I- Where a TIR carnet has not been dischzii'ged or has been
discharged conditionally, the competent authorities shall not have the
right to claim payment of the sums 1heﬁtione’d i article 8, paragraphs 1
and 2, from the guaranteeing association unless, within a period of one
year from the date of acceptance of the TIR carnet by those authorities,
they have notified the assotﬁation m writing of the non-discharge or
conditional discharge. Thé same provision shall apply where the
certificate of discharge was obtamed i an mmproper or fraudulent

manner, save that the period shall be two years.
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2- The claim for payment of the sums referred to in article 8§,
paragraphs 1 and 2, shall be made to the guaranteemg association at the
earliest three months after the date on which the association was
informed that the carnet had not been discharged or had been discharged
conditionally or that the certificate of discharge had been obtained in an
improper or fraudulent manner and at the latest not more than two years
after that date. However, in cases which, during the above-mentioned
period of two years, become the subject of legal proceedings, any claim
for payment shali be made within one year of the date on which the
decision of the court becomes enforceable.

3- The guaranteeing association shall have a period of three months;

from the date when a claim for payment 1s made upon 1t, in which to pay

the amounts claimed. The sums paid shall be reimbursed to the -

association if, within the two years following the date on which the claim
for payment was made, it has been established to the satisfaction of the
Customs authorities that no urregulanity was comm‘itféd in connexion
with the transport operation in question.
Chapter 111
TRANSPORT OF GOODS UNDER TIR CARNET
(a) APPROVAL OF VEHICLES "AND CONTAINERS
Article ( Ii )

In order to fall within the pr;)visioné of sections (a) and (b) of this
Chapter, every road vehicle’ must as regards its construction and
equipment fulfil the conditions set out in annex 2 to this Convention and
must have been approved aécording to the procedure laid down 1 annex
3 to this Convention. The certificate of approval shall conform to the

specimen reproduced 1n annex 4.
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Article (13)

1- To fall within the provisions of sections (a) and (b) of this
Chapter, contamners must be constructed in conformity with the
conditions laid down in Part I of annex 7 and must have been approved
according to the procedure laid down in Part IT of that annex.

2- Contaimners approved for the transport of goods under Custonis
seal m accordance with the Customs Convention on Containers, 19356,
the agreements arising therefrom concluded under the auspices of the
United Nations, the customs Convention on Containers, 1972 or any
mternational mstruments that may supersede or modify the latter
Convention, shall be considered as complying with the provisions of
paragraph I above and must be accepted for transport under the TIR
procedure without further approval.

Article ( 14) \

1- Each Contracting Party reserves the right to refuse to recognize -
the validity of the approval of road vehicles or containers which do not
meet the conditions act forth in articles 12 and 13 above. Nevertheless,
Contracting Parties shall avoid delaymg traffic when the defects found
are of minor importance and do not imnvolve any risk of smuggling.

2- Before 1t 1s used again for the transport of goods under Customs
seal, any road vehicle or container which no longer meets the conditions
which justified its approval, shall be either restored fo'its original state, or
presented for reapproval. o

(b) PROCEDURE FOR TRANSPORT
UNDER COVER OF A TIR CARNET
Article ( 15)

I- No special Customs document shall be required i respect of the
temporary importation of a road vehicle, combination of vehicles or
container carrying goods under cover of the TIR procedure. No guarantee
shall be required for the road vehicle or combination of vehicles or
container.
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2- The provisions of paragraph 1 of this article shail not prevent a
Contracting Party from requiring the fulfilment at the Customs office of
destination of the formalities laid down by its national regulation to
ensure that, once the TIR operation has been completed, the road vehicle,
the combination of vehicles or the container will be re-exported.

Article { 16)

When a road vehicle or combination of vehicles i1s carrying out a
TIR operation, one rectangular plate bearing the inscription "TIR" and
conforming to the specifications given in annex 5 to this Convention,
shall be affixed to the front and another to the rear of the road vehicle or
combination of vehicles. These plates shall be so placed as to be clearly
visible and shall be remiovable.

Article (17)
A single TIR carnet shall be made out in respect of each road vehicle

or container. However, a single TIR carnet may be made out in respect of - -

a combination of vehicles or for several containers loaded on to a single'
road vehicle or on to a combination of vehicles. In that case the TIR manifest
of the goods covered by the TIR carnet shall list separately the contents
of each vehicle in the combination of vehicles or of edach container.

2- The TIR carnet shall be valid for one journey oniy. It shall contain
at least the number of detachable vouchers for Customs acceptance and
for discharge which are necessary for the transport operation m question.

Article (18)

A TIR operation may involve several Customs offices of departure
and destination, but, save aa may otherwise be authorized by the
Contracting Party or Parties concerned, |

(a) the Customs offices of dépaﬁure shail be situated in only one

country; |

(b) the Customs offices of destination shall be situated in not more

than two countries

(¢) the total number of Customs offices of departure and destination

shall not exceed four.
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Article ( 19)

The goods and the road vehicle, the combination of vehicles or the
container shall be produced with the TIR carnet at the Customs office of
departure. The Customs authorities of the country of departure shall take
such measures as are necessary for satisfying themselves as to the
accuracy of the goods manifest and either for affixing the Customs seals
or for checking Customs seals affixed under the responsibility of the said
Customs authorities by duly authorized persons.

Article ( 20)

For journeys in the territory of their county, the Customs authorities
may fix a time-limit and require the road vehicle, the combination of
vehicles or the container to follow a prescribed route.

Article ( 21)

At each Customs office en route and at Customs offices of
destination, the road vehicle, the combination of vehicles or the coﬁtainer
shall be produced for purposes of control to the Cuéfqmé authorities
together with the load and the TIR carnet relating thereto.

Article ( 22)

I- As a general rule and except when they examine the goods in
accordance with article 5, paragraph 2, tﬁe Customs authorities of the
Customs offices en route of each of the Contracting Parties shall accept
the Customs seals of other Conthmcti(ng\.i’aﬁies, provided that they are
mtact. The said Customs authorities may, however, 1f control requirements
make i1t necessary, add their own seals.

2- The Customs seals l'thus accepted by & Contracting Party shall
have in the territory of that Contracting Party the benefit of the same

legal protection as 1s accorded to the national seals.
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Article ( 23)

The Customs authorities shall not:

require road vehicles, combinations of vehicles or containers to be
escorted at the carriers' expense on the territory of their country

require examination en route of road vehicles, combinations of
vehicles or containers and their loads except in especial cases.

Article ( 24)

I the Customs authorities conduct an examination of the load of a
road vehicle, combination of vehicles or container i the course of the
journey or at a Customs office en route, they shall record on the TIR
carnet vouchers used in their country, on the corresponding counterfoii,
and on the vouchers remaining in the TIR carnet, particulars of the new
seals affixed and of the controls carried out.

Article ( 25) |

If the Customs seals are broken en route otherwise than in the
circumstance of arficles 24 and 35, or if any goods are destroyed or
damaged without breaking of such seals, the procedure laid down in
annex 1 to this Convention for the use of the TIR carnet shﬁll, without
prejudice to the possible application of the provisions bf national law, be
followed, and the certified report in the TIR cammet shall be completed.

Article (26)

I1- When transport under cover of a'TIR Carnet takes place i part in
the territory of a State which is not a Contracting Party to this
Convention, the TIR operation shall be Suspended during that part of the
journey. In that case, the Cus'tbnis authorities of the Contracting Party on
whose territory the jom'ney'continues shall accept the TIR carnet for the
resumption of the TIR operation, provided that the Customs seals and/or

identifying marks have remained intact.
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2. The same shali apply where for a part of the journey the TIR carnet
1s not used by the holder of the carnet in the territory of a Contractmng
Party because of the existence of sumpler Customs transit procedures or
when the use of a Customs transit régime 1s not necessary.

3- In such cases the Customs offices where the TIR operation 1s
suspended or resumed shall be deemed to be Customs offices of exit en
route and Customs offices of entry en route respectively.

Article ( 27)

Subject to the provisions of this Convention and in particular of
article 18, another Customs office of destination may be substituted for a
Customs office of destination originally indicated.

Article ( 28)
On amrival of the load at the Customs office of destination, and

provided that the goods are then placed under another system of Customs . .

control or are cleared for home use, discharge of the TIR carnet shall take
place without delay.
(¢) PROVISIONS CONCERNING TRANSPORT
OF HEAVY OR BULKY GOODS
Article ( 29)

1- The provisions of this section apply only to the transport of heavy
or bulky goods as defined in article 1, subparagraph (k}, of this Convention.

2- Where the provisions of this section apply, ileavy or bulky goods
may, if the authorities at the Custmﬁs office of departure so decide, be
carried by means of non-sealed vehicles or containers.

3- The provisions of this section shall apply only if, in the opinion of
the authorities at the Customs office of departure, the heavy or bulky
goods carried and any acpéssbries carried with them can be easily
identified by reference to the description given, or can be provided with
Customs seals and/or identifying marks so as to prevent any substitution,

or removal of the goods, without it being obvious.



\V Yo¥N G 8 Y0 5 A sl — e 30y 4]

Article ( 30)

All the provisions of this Convention, save those to which the special
provisions of this section make an exception, shall apply to the transport
of heavy or bulky goods under the TIR procedure.

Article ( 31)

The Iiability of the guaranteeing association shall cover not only the
goads enumerated in the TIR carnet, but also any goods which, though
not enumerated in the carnet, are on the load platform or among the
goods enumerated in the TIR carnet.

Article (32)

The cover and all vouchers of the TIR carnet shall bear the
endorsement "heavy or bulky goods" in bold letters in English or in
French. '

Article ( 33)

The Authorities at the Customs office of departure may require such
packing lists, photographs, drawings, etc., as are necessary for the
identification of the goods carried to be appended to the TIR camet. In
this Cease they shall endorse these documents, one coi)y of the said
documents shall be attached to the mside of the cover page of the TIR
carnet, and all the manifests of the TIR carnet shall Include a reference to
such documents. .

Article ( 34)

The authorities at the Customs offices en route of each of the
Contracting Parties shall acéépt the  Customs seals and/or identifymg
marks affixed by the competelit authorities of other Contracting Parties.
They may, however, affix additional seals and/or 1dentifying marks; they
shall record particulars of the new seals and/or identifying marks on the
vouchers of the TIR carnet used in their country, on the corresponding

counterfoils and on the vouchers remaining in the TIR carnet.



Yo¥N G 8 Y0 5 A sl — e 30y 4] VA

Article ( 35)

[f Customs authorities conducting an examination of the load at a
Customs office en route or i the course of the journey are obliged to
break seais and/or remove identifying marks, they shall record the new
seals and/or identifying marks on the vouchers of the TIR carnet used i
their country, on the corresponding counterfoils and on the vouchers
remaining in the TIR carnet.

Chapter 1V
IRREGULARITIES
Article { 36 )

Any breach of the provisions of this Convention shall render thg;,
offender liable, mn the country where the offence was committed, to "the. \
penaities prescribed by the law of that country. |

Article ( 37) |

When it is not possible to establish in which territory an irregularity
was comumitted, 1t shall be deemed to have been con‘am#ted in the
terntory of the Contracting Party where committed 1t 1s detected.

Article ( 38 )

1- Each of the Contracting Parties shall have the right to exclude
temporarily or permanently from thé operation of this Convention any
person guilty of a serious offence against the Custom laws or regulations
applicable to the international nm1s§)0ft of Goods.

2- This exclusion shall be notified immediately to the Customs
authorities of the Conﬁaéting Party on whose territory the person
concerned 1s established or resident, and also to the guaranteemg

association{s) i the country where the offence has been committed.
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Article (39)

When TIR operations are accepted as being otherwise in order:

1- The Contracting Parties shall disregard minor discrepancies in the
observance of time-limited or routes prescribed.

2- Likewise, discrepancies between the particular on the goods
manifest of the TIR camet and the actual content of a road vehicle,
combination of vehicles or contamner shall not be considered as
mfringements of the Convention by the holder of the TIR carnet when
evidence 1s produced to the satisfaction of the competent authorities that
the se discrepancies were not due to mistakes committed knowingly or
through negligence at the time when the goods were Ioaded or dispatched

or when the manifest was made out.
Article ( 40 )

The Customs administrations of the countries of departure and of . .

destination shall not consider the holder of the TIR carnet responsible for

the discrepancies which may be discovered in those countries, when the

discrepancies in fact relate to the Customs procedures which preceded or

followed a TIR operation and in which the holder was not involved..
Article (41)

When 1t 1s established to the satisfaction of-the Customs authorities
that goods specified on the manifest of a TIR carnet have been destroyed
or have been irrecoverably lost by accident or force majeure or that they
are short by reason of their nature,' payment of the duties and taxes
normally due shall be waived.

Article (42)

On receipt from a Contracting Party of a request giving the relevant
reasons, the competent authoﬁtiés of the Contracting Parties concerned in
a TIR operation shall furnish that Contracting Party with all the available
information needed for implementation of the provisions of articles 39, 40
and 41 above.
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Chapter V
EXPLANATORY NOTES
Article (43)

The Explanatory Notes set out i annex 6 and annex 7, Part III,
interpret certain provisions of this Convention and its annexes. They also
describe certain recommended practices.

Chapter VI
MISCELLANEQOUS PROVISIOMS
Article (44)

Each Contracting Party shall provide the guaranteeing associations
concerned with facilities for:

(a) the transfer of the currency necessary for the sums claimed by
the authorities of Contracting Parties by virtue of the provisions
of article 8 of this Convention; and | '\

(b) the transfer of currency for payment for TIR carnet forms sentto
the guaranteeing associations by the corresponding foreign
associations or by the international organizations. "

Article (45) '

Each Contracting Party shall cause to be published the List of the
Customs offices of departure, Customs offices on route and Customs
offices of destination approved by it for accomplishing TIR operations.
The Contracting Parties or adjacent territories shall_ consult each other to
agree upon corresponding frontier offices and upon their opening hours.

Article ( 46 )

1- No charge shall be made for Customs attendance in connexion
with the Customs operations mentioned in this Convention, save where it
1s provided on days or at tunes or places other than those normally
appointed for such operations.

2- Contracting Parties shall arrange to the fullest extent possibie for
customs operations concerning perishable goods at Customs offices to be
facilitated.
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Article ( 47)

1- The provisions of this Convention shall preclude neither the
application of restrictions and controls imposed under national
regulations on grounds of public morality, public security, hygiene or
public health, or for vetermary or Phytopathological reasons, nor the levy
of dues chargeable by virtue of such regulations.

2- The provisions of this Convention shall not preclude the supplication
of other provisions either national or international governing transport.

Article (48)

Nothing n this Convention shall prevent Contracting Parties which
form a Customs or economic union from enacting special provisions in
respect of transport operations commencing or terminating in, or passing
through, their territories, provided that such provisions do not attentiate -
the facilities provided for by this Convention.

Article ( 49)

This Convention shall not prevent the application of g;'eater facilities

H

which Contracting Parties grant or may wish to grant either by unilateral
provisions or by virtue of bilateral or multilateral agreements provided
that such facilities do not impede the application of the provisions of this
Convention, and in particular, TIR operatidns. |

Article ( 56 )

The Contracting Parties ’shéﬂ} porﬁnlullicate to one another, on
request, immformation necessary for implementing the provisions of this
Convention, and paﬁicuiariy information relating to the approval of road
vehicle or container and to the technical characteristics of their desi an.

Article ( 51)

The annexes to this Convention form an integral part of the Convention.
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Chapter VII
FINAL CLAUSES
Article ( 52)
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1- All States Members of the United Nations or members of any of
the specialized agencies or of the International Atomic Energy Agency or
parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and any other
State mvited by the General Assembly of the United Nations, may
become Contracting Parties to this Convention:

(a) by signing it without reservation of ratification, acceptance or

approval, |

(b) by depositmg an imstrument of ratification, acceptance | or

approval after sigmng it subject to ratification, acceptance or
approval, or ;

(¢} by depositing an mstrument of accession. ,

2- This Convention shall be open from 1 January 1976 ﬁll’[il 31
December 1976 mclusive for signature at the Office of the United
Nations at Geneva by the States referred to in paragraph 1 of this article.
Thereafter i1t shall be open for their apcessifm, o

3- Customs or economic unions 1’na,y', together with all their member
States or at any time after. all their member States have become
Contracting Parties to this Convenﬁoh, also become Contracting Parties
to this Convention in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 1 and
2 of this article. However, these unions shall not have the right to vote.

4- The mstruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession

shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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Article ( 83)
Entry into force

1- This Convention shell enter into force six months after the date on
which five States referred to i article 52, paragraph I, have signed it
without reservation of ratification, acceptance or approvai or have deposited
their mstruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2- After five States referred to in Article 52, paragraph 1, have
signed 1t without reservation of ratification, acceptance or approval, or
have deposited their mstruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, this Convention shall enter into force for further Contracting
Parties s1x months after the date of the deposit of ther mstruments of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. '

3- Any mstrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession

deposited after the entry into force of an amendment to this Convention -

shall be deemed to apply to this Convention as amended. ,
4- Any such instrument deposited after an amendment has been
accepted but before it has entered into force shall be deemed to apply to
this Convention as amended on the date when the amendment enters into
force.
Arficle ( 54)
Denunciation
I- Any Contracting Party ma}} “denounce this Convention by so
notifying the Secretary General of the United Nations.
2- Denunciation shall take effect fifteen months after the date of
receipt by the Secretary Gener al of the notification of denunciation.
3- The validity of TIR carnets accepted by the Customs office of
departure before the date when the denunciation takes effect shall not be
affected thereby and the guarantee of the guaranteeing association shall

hold good mn accordance with the provisions of this Convention.
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Article ( 55)
Termination

If, after the entry mto force of this Convention, the member of States
which are Contracting Parties 1s for any period of twelve consecutive
months reduced to less than five, the Convention shall cease to have
effect from the end of the twelve-month period.

Article ( 56)
Termination of the operation of the TIR Convention, 1959

1- Upon 1its entry into force, this Convention shall terminate and
replace, in relations between the Contracting Parties to this Convention,
the TIR Convention, 1959.

2- Certificates of approval i1ssued in respect of road vehicles and
containers under the conditions of the TIR Convention, 1959, shall be
accepted during the period of thewr validity or any extension thereof for
the transport of goods under Customs seal by Contracting Parties to fhis

Convention, provided that such vehicles and containers continue to fulfil

the conditions under which they were originally approved.
Article ( §7)
Settlement of disputes ,

1- Any dispute between two or more Contracting Parties concerning
the interpretation or application of this Convention shall, so far as
possible, be settled by negotiation between them or other means of
settlement.

H

2- Any dispute between two or more Contracting Parties concerning
the interpretation or application of this Convention which cannot be
settled by the means indicated in paragraph 1 of this article shall, at the
request of one of them, be referred to an arbitration tribunal composed as
follows: each party to the dispute shall appomt an arbitrator and these
arbitrators shall appoint another arbitrator, who shall be chairman If
three months after receipt of a request, one of the parties has failed to
appoint an arbitrator or if the arbatrators have failed to elect the chairman,
any of the parties May request the Secretary General of the United Nations
to appoint an arbitrator or the chairman of the arbitration tribunal.
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3- The decision of the arbitration tribunal established under the
provisions of paragraph 2 shall be binding on the parties to the dispute.

4- The arbitration tribunal shall determine 1ts own rmles of
procedure.

5- Decisions of the arbitration tribunal shall be taken by majority
vote.

6- Any controversy which may arise between the parties to the
dispute as regards the interpretation and execution of the award may be
submitted by any of the parties for judgment to the arbitration tribunal
which made the award.

Article ( 58)
Reservations
1- Any State nay, at the time of signing, ratifying or acceding to this

Convention, declare that it does not consider itself bound by article. 57, . .

paragraphs 2 to 6, of this Convention. Other Contracting Parties shall not
be bound by these paragraphs in respect of any Contracting Party which
has entered such a reservation. - |

2- Any Contracting Party having entered a reservation as provided
for in paragraph 1 of this article may at any tume withdraw such
reservation by notifying the Secretary General of the United Nations.

3- Apart from the reservations provided for i paragraph 1 of this
article, no reservation to this Convention shall be pearmitted.

Article (59)
Procedure for amending this Convention

1- This Convention, including its annexes, may be amended upon the
proposal of a Contracting Party by the procedure specified i this article.

2- Any proposed amendineﬁt to this Convention shail be considered
im an Administrative Committee composed of all the Contracting Parties
in accordance with the rules of procedure set out in annex 8. Any such
amendment considered or prepared durmg the meeting of the Administrative
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Commuttee and adopted by it by a two-thirds majority of the members
present and voting shall be communicated by the Secretary General of
the United Nations to the Contracting Parties for their acceptance.

3- Except as provided for under article 60, any proposed amendment
communicated 1 accordance with the preceding paragraph shall come
into force with respect to all Contracting Parties three months after the
expiry of a period of twelve months following the date of communication
of the proposed amendment during which period no objection to the
proposed amendment has been communicated to the Secretary General of
the United Nations by a State which 1s a Contracting Party.

4- If an objection to the proposed amendment has been communicated
in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article, the amendment shail be
deemed not to have been accepted and shall have no effect whatsoever.

Article ( 60)

Special procedure for amending annexes 1,2,3.4.5, 6 and 7

I- Any proposed amendment to annexes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 "and. 7
considered in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2-of article 59 shall
come into force on a date to be determined by the Administrative
Commuittee at the time of its adoption, unless by a pnior date determined
by the Admimstrative Commuittee at the same time, one-fifth or five of
the States which are Contracting Parties, whichever number 1s less, notify
the Secretary-General of the United’ Nations of their objection to the
amendment Determination by the-Administrative Committee of the dates
referred to i this paragraph shall -be by a two-thirds majority of those
present and voting. , -

2- On entry into force,'a'ny‘ amendment adopted in accordance with
the procedures set out in paragraph 1 above shall for all Contracting
Parties replace and supersede any previous provisions to which the

amendment refers.
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Article ( 61)
Requested, communication and objections

The Secretary General of the United Nations shall mform all Contracting
Parties and ali States referred to m article 52, paragraph 1, of this Convention
of any request, communication or objection under articles 59 and 60
above and of the date on which any amendment enters into force.

Article ( 62)
Review Conference

1- Any State which 1s a Contracting Party may, by notification to the
Secretary General of the Uni ted Nations, request that a conference be
convened for the purpose of reviewing this Convention.

2- A review conference to which all Contracting Parties and -all
States referred to in article 52, paragraph 1, shall be mwvited, shall be -
convened by the Secretary General of the United Nations if, within a
period of six months following the date of notification by the Seéreta;ry
General, not less than one-fourth of the States Whicli'a;'é Contracting
Parties notify him of their concurrence with the request.

3- A review conference to which all Contracting Parties and all
States referred to in article 52, paragraph 1, shall be mvited shall also be
convened by the Secretary General oi‘ the United Nations upon
notification of a request by the Adrninjsn'aﬁve Committee, The
Administrative Committee, shali .me(lke\_. a request 1f agreed to by a
majority of those present and voting in the Committee.

4- If a conference is convened in pursuance of paragraphs 1 or 3 of
this article, the Secretary-éenerai of the United Nations shall so advise
all the Contracting Parties and invite them to submit, within a period of

three months, the proposals which they wish the conference to consider.
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The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall circulate to all
Contracting Parties the provisional agenda for the conference, together
with the texts of such proposals, at least three months before the date on
which the conference is to meet.
Article ( 63)
Notifications

In addition to the notifications and communications provided for m
articles 61 and 62, the Secretary General of the United Nations shall
notify all the States referred to 1n article 52 of the following:

(a) signatures, ratifications, acceptances, approvals and accessions

under article 52;
(b) the dates of entry mto force of this Convention m accordance
with article 53;

(¢) denunciations under article 54; |

(a) the termination of this Convention under article 55;

(e} reservations under article 58.

Article ( 64 )
Authentic text

After 31 December 1976, the original of this Convention shall be
deposited with the Secretary General of the United ~Nations, who shali
transmit certified true copies to each of the Contracting Parties and to the
States referred to in article 52, pﬁaragmbh I, which are not Contracting
Parties. .

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being fully authorized
thereto, have signed this Cquention.

DONE at Geneva, this fourteenth day of November one thousand
nine hundred and seventy-five, i a single copy m the English, French

and Russian languages, the three texts being equally authentic.



